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Overview
The world is at a critical juncture, with multiple intersecting
crises. No longer can we separate the nature crisis and the
climate emergency from our consumption habits1 and fossil-fuel
dependency, nor can we decouple our own economic prosperity
from the poverty experienced elsewhere.

Achieving global sustainable development requires leadership
from all corners of global society to reduce emissions, to
consume ethically, to welcome migrants, to challenge injustice, to
reject inequality and to build a society that does not harm others,
internationally or intergenerationally.

The COVID-19 pandemic has illustrated clearly that the health
of everyone, everywhere, is only as strong as the health of the
most vulnerable and that we all have a responsibility to help
one another. This is not only true for collective health, but also
across all dimensions of sustainable development, our economic
prosperity, our climate and our environment.

Our role in Scotland must be coherent in terms of reducing
inequalities and achieving universal sustainable development.
We must underpin our words with concrete actions that set an
example as a good global citizen.

With the global economy suffering a historically deep economic
recession, we must recognise that pre-existing inequalities mean
that those with the least, especially in the Global South, are often
affected in the most regressive ways.
It is more important than ever, therefore, for the Scottish
Government to maintain and increase its commitment to global
sustainable development. While, initially, it linked its National
Performance Framework2 (NPF) to the SDGs, this approach has
largely been focused internally, on domestic wellbeing, rather than
on making a more holistic assessment which would address the
impact of Scottish actions on global inequalities and planetary
challenges.
Scotland’s economic development has, for centuries, benefited
from, and exploited, global inequalities, from the slave trade
era to the vastly unequal burden of emissions on Global South
countries.
However, historically, Scotland has also been highly supportive
of global development and funding for it, and the Scottish people
continue to do so via the UK Government’s Official Development
Assistance. Today’s challenges in an interconnected world,
though, require more than just traditional aid from nation states.

This is a summary of a report that outlines the Alliance’s and its
members’ key policy priorities for political parties to include in
their 2021 Scottish Election manifestos.
The full report also presents a vision for the next Scottish
Government to make Scotland a leader in sustainable
development, through joining-up and building upon existing
activities, such as the international development programme,
commitments to climate just action and the creation of the (NPF)
and, crucially, linking its external affairs and domestic agendas
more coherently.
This summary, and the full report, have been compiled by
the Alliance Policy Committee, and were subject to extensive
consultation with all members over summer 2020.

The COVID-19 Pandemic has shown us, that we are
interconnected in more ways that we may think and, that our own
survival as a human race depends on how far we are willing to go to
keep each other alive. Scotland might be a small country but it has a
big heart and I would encourage all Scots about the importance
of international development at this time.
- Emmanuel Murangira, Country Director, Rwanda, Tearfund

For more depth behind any of the recommendations, the full report can be found here.
1.
2.

Oxfam, Confronting Carbon Inequality (21 September 2020): https://www.oxfam.org/en/research/confronting-carbon-inequality
https://nationalperformance.gov.scot/sustainable-development-goals

Credit: Christian Aid
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Policy Coherence
for Sustainable
Development

Student climate activists from the Catholic University of Malawi in Blantyre who work
with the Climate Challenge Programme Malawi (CCPM) to promote climate justice.
Credit: Colin Httersley / SCIAF /CCPM

Why this matters:
Policy Coherence for Sustainable Development3 (PCSD)
ensures different parts of government - or society more
broadly - work together to identify common goals while
ensuring one area of work does not undermine that of
another. It stops one arm of government inadvertently
detracting from the good being done by another. It creates
a systemic framework for identifying potential conflicts and,
where possible, mitigating these in a transparent manner.

We call on political parties to:
Key Ask

1

Key Ask

To ensure we do not make our planet uninhabitable, leave
people behind or lose sight of what is important in terms
of our own wellbeing, it is vital that we find a way to make
sure we work together better and in a systematic way,
especially in government, but also in society.
We have seen small but positive steps already taken to
enhance PCSD in Scotland, with improvements to the NPF,
and political commitment at the highest level. However,
in order to augment this, the next Scottish Government
must implement specific mechanisms and structures
that promote joined-up thinking and broad stakeholder
engagement, while ensuring it measures progress on
sustainable development transparently and holistically.

Policy coherence for sustainable development is a central pillar
of the 2030 Agenda… it provides us with the means to understand the
barriers to sustainable development, the economic, social and
environmental implications of global challenges, and the interlinkages
between them. Ultimately, it is an important tool allowing us to
promote and sustain change
- José Angel Gurría, OECD Secretary General
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Key Ask
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Key Ask
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4.
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Put forward a Wellbeing and Sustainable
Development (Scotland) Bill during the next
Parliament that makes all public bodies set
objectives towards sustainable development
outcomes, ensuring that they impact positively on
people and the environment here in Scotland and
in low-income countries.
Commit to forming a new Inter-ministerial working
group on PCSD, and ensure it is formalised to
outlive electoral cycles.4
Measure and report on Scotland’s global footprint
holistically through the NPF and SDGs.

Develop collaborative policymaking5 and foster a
culture of participative decision-making through the
Citizen’s Assembly.
Ensure systematic scrutiny of government
legislation and activity using a PCSD approach
(through sustainable development impact
assessments6, redefining parliamentary committee
remits, etc)

http://www.intdevalliance.scot/how-we-help/policy-and-advocacy/
policy-coherence-sustainable-development
https://www.intdevalliance.scot/application/files/6515/8869/4273/
Recommendations_for_PCSD_Ministerial_group_Briefing_April_2020_Final.pdf
https://pcsdscotland.miraheze.org/wiki/Main_Page
https://pcsdscotland.miraheze.org/wiki/Scotland

A Sustainable
and Equitable
Economy for All

Challenges business trainer Liza Imbonabake with freshly harvested coffee
cherries on drying tables. Rwanda.
Credit: Challenges Group/Laura Mulkerne Photography

Why this matters:
The human and environmental impacts of Scotland’s
economic activity ripple across the world, and if
approached through a sustainable development lens,
can be one of the most powerful drivers for reducing
global inequalities and protecting the planet. Much of the
discussion in response to the Covid-19 pandemic has
rightly been focussed on ‘building back better’. To truly
build back better, a sustainable development approach to
the economy and a recognition of global impact need to be
central.
GDP growth for growth’s sake is no longer an option in a
rich country like Scotland. We need economic thinking,
planning and activity that are designed for long-term
sustainable development, not short-term financial gains for
some, at the expense of people and the planet.

We call on political parties to:
Key Ask

1

Key Ask
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Key Ask
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Key Ask

The wellbeing economy does not start nor end with national
borders. It demands we put global justice firmly on the agenda and do
all we can here in Scotland to ensure everyone –
wherever they are in the world - can thrive
- Dr Katherine Trebeck, Advocacy and Influencing Lead,
Wellbeing Economy Alliance
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https://wellbeingeconomy.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/WEAll-IdeasWBE-for-Scotland-Feb-6-2020.pdf
https://oxfamilibrary.openrepository.com/handle/10546/621026

Ensure the Scottish Exchequer aligns everything
it does to sustainable development and wellbeing
principles by assuring that all future budgets are
aligned to sustainable development outcomes.
Accelerate progress in shifting to richer measures
of national success by adopting a headline
measure of progress beyond GDP growth that
represents the broader concerns of human and
ecological wellbeing7.
Use public procurement, public policy and
leadership on business practice in Scotland to
support sustainable development.
Ensure Scotland’s status as a ‘Fair Trade Nation’
is developed by supporting Fair Trade businesses
as a key part of wider initiatives to support social
enterprises and small businesses.
Upskill and train staff across government in the
economics of sustainable development.
Pledge support for a ‘debt jubilee’ in low-income
countries.8

Climate
Justice
For All

Masada Assani, 32, photographed in what used to be her family’s house in
Macomia, Mozambique. Cyclone Kenneth destroyed many houses in the town.
Credit: Tommy Trenchard/Oxfam.

Why this matters:
The climate crisis, and the way we choose to respond
to it, will define this generation and our commitment to
sustainable development9. As a rich, developed country
which has prospered as a result of unstable economic
models, Scotland must accelerate action during the critical
2021-26 period.
In November 2021, Glasgow will host COP26. This is one
of the most important conferences ever hosted in the UK,
and is the most significant climate summit since COP21
in 2015 that generated the Paris Agreement. Scotland
has the chance to show genuine leadership at a critical
moment for global climate action.

We call on political parties to:
Key Ask

1

Key Ask
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Key Ask
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And the floods? That we cannot do anything about. Like the
night turning into day, the floods come every year. Earlier, many years
back, they were still manageable and would replenish our fields, but
then the floods started becoming more and more unpredictable,
staying for longer periods, and destroying our crop.
- Kailash Chandra, a farmer from Singiri, Bhadrak,
Bhuvaneshwar, Odisha, India. WaterAid

9.
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Oxfam, Confronting Carbon Inequality (21 September 2020):
https://www.oxfam.org/en/research/confronting-carbon-inequality
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In reflecting spiralling climate impacts, and
Scotland’s past and present influence on causing
the climate crisis, significantly increase the Climate
Justice Fund and champion global climate finance
at COP26 to ensure continued alignment with
climate action principles, as set out in the Paris
Agreement (para 5, Article 7).
Champion the issue of Loss and Damage in
the run-up to, and during, the global climate
negotiations in Glasgow.
Ensure that our national climate action to reduce
emissions is proportionate to Scotland’s share of
historical emissions, consistent with global targets,
whilst also reducing emissions created by goods
& services produced overseas but consumed
in Scotland, as well as fossil fuels extracted in
Scotland but consumed overseas.
Commit to publishing Scotland’s commitment
to climate action in an indicative Nationally
Determined Contribution (NDC) well in advance of
COP26.

International
Development
Funding

Kasthuri and her son Mathi, in Virudhunagar District, Tamil Nadu, India.
Credit: Chris Roche / Christian Aid

Why this matters:
As the world emerges from the COVID-19 crisis, principled,
coherent, transparent and accountable international
development funding is more important than ever.10
Any future Scottish Government should aim to maintain
its programming and support of Scottish civil society
organisations to implement projects overseas that address
all dimensions of sustainable development holistically. It
should also maintain core funding to the key networks
that support this work, including Scotland’s International
Development Alliance, the Scotland Malawi Partnership
and the Scottish Fair Trade Forum.
To improve transparency and accountability, and to
avoid duplications between donors around the world,
the Scottish Government should commit to publishing its
activities on the International Aid Transparency Initiative.11

We call on political parties to:
Key Ask
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Key Ask

Through helping 21 schools to grow breakfasts, this grant has
helped children to concentrate at school, which will increase literacy,
and in turn help us farm more sustainably, look after trees, conserve our
soils – and branch out from subsistence farming
- Mwayi Chirwa, Lecturer in Environmental Management,
University of Livingstonia, and a director of Scottish NGO and
Scottish Government grantee Thrive

10. https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/sustainable/sustainabledevelopment-goals-report-2020.html
11. https://iatistandard.org/en/
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Improve and expand the International Development
Fund to £15m per annum.
Create new thematic funding rounds (open to
projects in any country, not just the four partner
countries).
Maintain existing funding opportunities and support
for key networks and partner countries.

Mainstream climate action in all programming
and safeguard against climate risks relative to
development impact.
Ensure that continued improvement and
strengthening of safeguarding standards
are prioritised and costed in all international
development programming and organisations.
Raise standards of probity and public confidence,
and implement standard practice of donors,
by requiring Scottish applicants for Scottish
Government funding to submit with their
applications the audited annual accounts of their
proposed overseas partners.

Global Citizenship
Education

Pupils from the Fair Trade Group at St Elizabeth’s Primary School in Hamilton
promoting learning about Fair Trade at a local event.
Credit: Edinburgh Photographic and the Scottish Fair Trade Forum

Why this matters:
Global Citizenship Education supports the development
of engaged citizens, capable of thinking critically about
challenges such as poverty, inequality, climate change,
food insecurity and gender discrimination, in both their
local and global manifestations, and empowers them to
take positive action. The knowledge and skills underpinned
by GCE encourage a joined-up way of thinking about
the world and the interconnected challenges we face.
GCE, within formal education, must be recognised as
fundamental to Curriculum for Excellence.
It is a lifelong learning process and an approach that
should be embraced by all parts of society including
government institutions, not just within the formal
education system in Scotland. The NHS Scotland Global
Citizenship Network has already taken steps, working to
champion ‘Scotland as an Active Citizen’ both at home
and abroad, with the Covid-19 crisis making it clearer than
ever how interlinked our societies are.
Scotland’s Development Education Centres (DECs) have
been providing high quality professional learning for
teachers and schools in GCE for many years. Since 2014,
this has been funded annually by the Scottish Government
and it is critical this continues.

I am now able to integrate Lfs into my practice as I am
more aware of the Global Goals. Making the children aware of the
injustice in the world and the impact they can have is of high
importance in my classroom.
- West Dunbartonshire Newly Qualified Teacher March 2019
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We call on political parties to:
Key Ask

1

Key Ask

2

Key Ask

3

Commit to the continued direct financial support
for the five Development Education Centres in
Scotland.
Commission an independent review of Learning for
Sustainability.
Ensure Fair Trade is recognised in school
education and lifelong learning.

Contact Us
Address: 5 Montgomery Street Lane, Edinburgh EH7 5JT
E-mail: admin@intdevalliance.scot
Phone: +44 0131 281 0897
www.intdevalliance.scot
@IntDevAlliance
facebook.com/intdevalliance
www.linkedin.com/company/intdevalliance
int_dev_alliance
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About Scotland’s
International
Development Alliance
The Alliance is the membership body in Scotland for everyone
committed to creating a fairer world, free from poverty, injustice
and environmental threats. Our membership brings together a
diverse range of over 200 international NGOs, faith-based
organisations, companies, universities, charitable trusts and
individuals that operate in over 100 countries.
Cover Image - A fisherman preparing his boat in Zambia.
Credit: Wiaan Coffee/Shutterstock

